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Cliff Morgan – A Life Well Lived 
(22 April 1934 – 18 April 2026) 

by Cliff’s family and friends. 

 
Charles James Clifford Morgan was born on 22 
April, 1934 to Charlie and Kath Morgan during the 
impacts of the Great Depression. His parents ran a 
dairy farm at Greycliffe and lived in a bag and 
corrugated iron hut home. Growing up on the farm 
was spartan but healthy – lots of fresh air, lots of 
chores, lots of animals and lots of sport.  
 
After leaving school, Cliff went to Avondale 
College to study Accountancy. He was baptised in 
1952 and graduated in 1954. During his time there 
he met a young lady name Valerie Hartley who 
studied Business & Commerce. Here began a 
lifelong friendship.  A month after Val’s 21st 
birthday they got married in Wallsend Adventist 
church. They spent the first few years of married life 
caring for the farm at Greycliffe.  
 
In 1958 they lived in Alderley and Cliff commenced 
studying at Brisbane Teachers’ College and they had 
their first son, Tony. In 1961 Geoffrey was born and 
Derek made the family complete in1965. Cliff and 
Val were both very involved in the Mitchelton SDA 
church and later active in Pathfinders. 
 
Cliff taught Humanities and became Geography 
Master at school. In addition to his classroom job, 
Cliff took on extracurricular tasks as sports coach of 
several teams. Cliff was very committed to fitness, 

and he coached the school basketball team and 
coordinated athletics training. Cliff and his sons 
were regular winners of many cross-country races 
and fun runs. 
 
Cliff was very social. He would strike up a 
conversation with a stranger, seek out the 
‘underdog’ to include in the group and would often 
invite visitors at church home for lunch. Val always 
willingly obliged. 
 
Other than Val, Cliff had two great loves – family 
and God. When Cliff sadly passed to his rest the 
family had grown to include nine grandchildren. 
 
Cliff retired mid-1989, aged 55 and volunteered for 
12 months at Pacific Adventist College just outside 
Port Moresby in PNG. He had already coordinated a 
few Fly and Build projects to various South Pacific 
countries. Just days before he passed away on April 
18th, Cliff shared with his son Tony, “My love 
language is ‘acts of service’”. How true that was! 
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From left to right: Derek Rippingale, Harold Aisor
(CFO), Zuzae Hizoke (Sec), Pr Benny Soga
(President)

From left to right: Pr Chesley Avou (Sec) , Kenneth Kuas
(VIA Co-Ordinator), Pr Benjamin Hap (President),
Napthalai Doana (CFO)

Eastern Highlands Simbu Mission Madang Manus Mission

MISSION
Total

ďĂƉƟƐŵƐ
Number of
volunteers

�ĂƉƟƐŵƐ�ƉĞƌ
volunteer

VANUATU 200 16 12.5
North East Papua 225 21 10.7
Morobe, PNG 179 19 9.4
Solomon Islands 860 93 9.2
South West Papua 111 14 7.9
Sepik, PNG 248 36 6.9
Eastern Highlands, PNG 290 45 6.4
Western Highlands, PNG 596 108 5.5
Madang Manus, PNG 84 29 2.9
KIRIBATI 5 6 0.8
Central Papua Conference 0 4 0

TOTAL ( for 12 months) 2798 391 7.2

Baptisms in the Pacific region during Jan to Dec 2012

MISSION
Total

ďĂƉƟƐŵƐ
VANUATU 134
North East Papua 259
Morobe, PNG 43
Solomon Islands 133
South West Papua 87
Sepik, PNG 61
Eastern Highlands, PNG 480
Western Highlands, PNG 432
Madang Manus, PNG 41
KIRIBATI xxxxx
Central Papua Conference 0

TOTAL ( for 6 months) 1670

Baptisms during Jan to June 2013

Building and maintaining relationships is core to what
VIA does. We have an objective to visit with Mission
leadership at least once a year to hear first hand how the
work is going and discuss how we can improve the
partnership and its outcomes.

Derek Rippingale visited PNG in July to meet with three
Missions : Western Highlands, Eastern Highlands Simbu
and Madang Manus. Unfortunately on the scheduled
day of the visit to Mt Hagen in Western Highlands there
was a riot with the airport closed and the town in full
lock down so that visit was not possible. Worthwhile
meetings were however achieved with visits to Eastern
Highlands and to Madang.

The PNG Union and Missions are in the process of
launching their 2020 Strategic Plan. An analysis of that
plan shows that the VIA sponsors support four key
result areas that the Missions are focused on. It was
very positive meeting with the Mission leadership and
seeing the alignment we have with their objectives and
directly engaging about how we can more effective-
ly support their lay volunteer program .

Needs identified on the trip have meant that a VIA spon-
sor has already provided a laptop to Eastern Highland
Mission and a data projector to Madang Manus Mission.

Derek Rippingale



Cliff had a huge heart for service and helping others. 
He always served in leadership roles at church, 
founded the Volunteers in Action (VIA) mission 
program with Val, and always shared and showed 
his love for God to others. Cliff was a great example 
of what a true Christian man of integrity looks like. 
 
Our readers all know VIA very well, but did you 
know that in the 25-year period when Cliff and Val 
directed this ministry, over $14 million was raised to 
fund 400-500 bible workers every year, in PNG and 
the islands of the South Pacific? And it is still going 
strong under God’s watch care today with 450+ 
workers sharing God’s love and truth every day.  
 
And did you know that, over a period of 20 years, on 
average, VIA provided funds to roof one new church 
every six days?! And did you know that Cliff and 
Val also served in Russia and Mongolia and 
organised many fly-n-build teams? 
 
Always positive, full of so much energy, so much 
goodwill, Cliff was also obsessed with full 
accountability with donor funding. Who could ever 
say ‘no’ to Cliff, when he was fundraising for VIA! 
He had such a wonderful and genuine heart. 
 
Cliff had a clear view of the world and the things 
that were within his ability to impact. He invested 
time and effort where he could make a 
difference.  He lived a structured and disciplined 
life. He approached all tasks determined to give his 
absolute best - whether he was exercising, teaching, 
leading out at church or providing for his family. 
 
He has lived his life with a strong work ethic, a 
service mindset, a practical approach that is “all-in” 
and committed to giving his best. By God’s grace, 
Cliff’s life was a life well lived. We look forward to 
seeing him again soon. 
 

“I can do all things through Christ 
Who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13 

 

“I have fought a good fight, I have finished my 
course, I have kept the faith; henceforth, there is laid 
up for me a crown of righteousness which the Lord 
will give me … and not to me only, but all them that 

love his appearing.” 1 Timothy 4:7-8 
 
 

Words from Some of Cliff’s Friends 
 
“It’s with a heavy heart that I learnt 
of the passing of an incredible 
person who loved the Lord and had 
a special desire for mission – 
wherever God called. We look 
forward to meeting Cliff again in 
heaven.” Garwin McNeilus (A 
longtime supporter of Cliff & Val’s 
mission projects)  
 
“Cliff and Val were exceptional 
missionaries for the Lord. They 
have been a huge blessing to God’s 
church in many places of the world. 
Cliff was always positive in his 
outlook and was fully-mission 
driven. What a privilege it will be to 
see Cliff again when Jesus comes 
and recount God’s blessings through his dedicated service 
for God”. (Cliff’s friend and colleague, former General 
Conference President, Pr Ted Wilson)  
 
“Cliff was a true volunteer in action. His 
vision has touched thousands of lives 
with the gospel and will continue to do 
so into the future.” Terence McHugh 
(VIA Board Member) 
 
“Even though I knew his time was 
limited I am sorry that such a wonderful 
and faithful pioneer of VIA has gone to 
his rest. His legacy keeps on growing 
and as a faithful servant of God he will 
be remembered and rewarded.” Dr Neil 
Watts (VIA Board Member)  
 
“He has impacted countless for God, 
and I continue to be amazed by how 
that has happened and is still unfolding. 
The ripples of his life are truly 
incalculable. Personally, I can say he 
impacted me in a way that very few 
people ever have. He was not perfect, 
but there was so much in him to admire and learn from. I 
thank God for the gift and blessing of having known 
him.” Derek Rippingale (Chairperson of VIA Board) 
 
“Cliff was a passionate ambassador for 
Christ and a champ in ministry and 
sacrifice. I was a VIA in my intern 
days and loved those volunteering 
days.” Pr James Kiangua, (PNGUM 
Stewardship Director) 

 

Dear VIA Sponsors 
 

What a gift, and a challenge, Cliff has entrusted 
to us. His living witness of the goodness of God, 
and what He can do through a willing life, is a 

wonderful testimony.  
Thank you for your ongoing, sacrificial support 

of Cliff’s legacy in VIA. By God’s grace, 
together we will continue to make a difference 

for eternity in thousands of lives. 

Cliff & Val always 
retreated away from 
the camera, and 
anything that looked 
like they might be 
put in the spotlight. 
Their humble, 
servant leadership 
has been an 
inspiration to 
thousands and an 
eternal blessing to 
tens of thousands. 



If You Are the Living God  
as told by Daw to VIA Win Myint, Myanmar 
 
My name is Daw Thin 
Kyaing. I live in Pannyosan 
village, Lewe Township. I 
was a devoted Buddhist 
woman in my village. In 
2022, I moved to Kansoe 
village where I first met 
with Mr. Win Myint. He 
was very friendly. He 
visited to my home and 
shared about Jesus but I 
didn’t believe in Christian 
ways. He told me that Jesus 
is the living God, if you call 
Jesus when you need, He 
will answer and help you. 
He is powerful and loving 
God, who loves me. 
 
In 2023, my elder sister, Daw Martha was 
hospitalized and needed surgery for her colon tumor. 
She was already 84 years old. I prayed to Jesus, “if 
you are the true and living God, please help my 
sister’s surgery success. If it is success, I will 
believe that you are the true and living God.” God 
answered my prayer; my sister’s surgery was 
success. Therefore, as I promised God, I accepted 
Jesus as my personal Saviour and surrendered my 
life to Him by baptism. 
 
Now, I read the Bible daily, pray for my children 
and grand-children and friends. I share with them 
that Jesus is the living God, who hears our call every 
time. I also share them my testimony. 
 
Two Families Return to Jesus Through 
Home Visitation by VIA Frank Aaron & Tangis 
Kurae, NBNI Mission, PNG  
 

During the second and third weeks of April 2026, I 
had the privilege of conducting a special visitation 
ministry together with our church deacon, Brother 
Warina. Our mission was to visit former church 
members who had become inactive during the PNG 
for Christ evangelistic campaign, as well as others 
who had been away from the church for between 
five and ten years. 
 
Over the course of two weeks, we visited these 
families in their homes, sharing words of 
encouragement from the promises of Jesus found in 
the Bible. We listened to their stories, prayed with 
them, and reminded them that God's love and mercy 
are always available to those who desire to return to 
Him. 
 
By the grace of God, our efforts were richly blessed. 
Two families made the decision to renew their 
commitment to Jesus Christ and rejoin His church. 

This was a powerful testimony of God's restoring 
love and the importance of personal visitation 
ministry. 

Families visited and brought to Jesus. 
 

On May 9, 2026, Kamanakam Seventh-day 
Adventist Church held a joyful "Welcome Home" 
program to officially receive these two families back 
into fellowship. During the service, the families 
publicly confessed their desire to return to God and 
were warmly welcomed by the church congregation. 
We praise Almighty God for this wonderful victory 
and for the transforming work of the Holy Spirit. 
This experience reminds us that visitation ministry is 
one of the most effective ways to reclaim lost sheep 
and bring them back to the fold of Christ. To God be 
all the glory! 
 
A Baby Girl by VIA Daniel Kumbia, PNG 
 

Here in PNG we have a different culture and a 
woman will not deliver her baby in the house. She 
will deliver it in the bush or a garden house. A 
young lady was struggling to deliver so we visited 
her and my wife prayed with her. We gave her the 
timing when she will deliver a baby girl. They 
waited for our timing and it was right, a baby girl 
was born! They believed our prayer. Our God is on 
time to reveal Himself. 
 
Wanted to Chop My Head Off  
by VIA Vincent Nawotim, PNG 
 

During this time as a VIA minister I have faced 
many challenges in my ministry. I would have died 
but God save me and my family. A young man ran 
towards my house with a bush knife to chop my 
head off. Our God is so powerful who can save his 
people. To God be the glory. After that, the house 
which I used to keep yams inside was burned down 
by two young men. I did not take them to court but 
forgave them for what they have done to me.  
 

   

“We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not 
crushed; we are perplexed,  

but not in despair; persecuted,  
but not forsaken; struck down,  

but not destroyed.” 
 

2 Corinthians 4:8-9 



From Drug Addict to Church Pastor  
by VIA Eric Papaol & Tangis Kurae, NBNI, PNG 
 

My name is Eric Papaol, 
and this is my testimony a 
story of how God rescued 
me from the streets and 
transformed my life for His 
glory.  
 
I was born and raised in a 
strong Seventh-day 
Adventist home. My father 
was a pastor, and like many pastor’s children, 
everyone believed I would naturally follow in his 
footsteps. As a young boy, that was my dream too, 
but life took me down a very different path. 
 
I was an average student in school. After completing 
grade six, I went on to high school. However, in 
grade nine my life changed dramatically. I was 
expelled along with several other students after we 
were caught smoking something strictly forbidden at 
the school. Instead of learning from that mistake, 
bitterness grew in my heart. I made a personal vow 
that day: I would never stop smoking, because I 
blamed my expulsion on that very habit. 
 
Soon after, I left the church entirely. What started as 
smoking, quickly spiralled into drug and alcohol 
addiction. I found myself living like a street kid, 
earning the nickname “Streets.” My friends and I 
would do whatever was necessary to support our 
addictions, even stealing from people’s houses at 
night and selling the stolen goods just to buy 
cigarettes, drugs, and alcohol. 
 
My drinking worsened over time. I was arrested 
multiple times and spent many nights in police cells. 
Although I never ended up in the main prison, my 
life was clearly headed toward destruction. Even 
after getting married and having children, my 
addictions continued. Because of my Christian 
upbringing, I would occasionally return to church 
but never sincerely, never fully surrendered. In total, 
I spent almost 30 years of my life outside the 
church. 
 
Then came the turning point. On October 2, 2017, 
after another round of drug use, while high on 
marijuana, something happened that changed 
everything. In that broken, desperate state, I cried 
out to God. I prayed earnestly and asked Him to 
change me to save me, because I could not save 
myself. 
 
God heard my cry. From that moment, He delivered 
me completely from drugs, alcohol, and cigarettes. It 
was not my strength, it was His power alone. I began 
attending church regularly and slowly became 
involved in church activities. As my faith grew 
stronger, I was appointed as a church elder. From 
that time onward, I never looked back. I can truly 

say: the man I once was no longer exists. Praise 
God! 
 
In 2023, my local church sponsored me to attend a 
Laymen Training School hosted by our local 
mission. After two months of training, I returned 
home with a deeper passion to serve God. That 
training stirred something within me. Under the 
conviction of the Holy Spirit, I felt clearly called to 
ministry. 
 
I then enrolled at Omaura Adventist School of 
Ministry in the Eastern Highlands Province of Papua 
New Guinea. After two years of studies, I graduated 
with a Certificate in Ministry. Today, I am serving 
as a local church pastor under the VIA program at 
Pawa SDA Church. 
 
My life is living proof that God can rescue anyone 
even someone lost on the streets, bound by 
addiction, and without hope. He turned my broken 
past into a testimony of grace and transformed me 
into a humble servant in His vineyard. 
 
I praise God for His mercy, His patience, and His 
leading in my life. By His grace, I will continue to 
serve Him faithfully until He comes in the clouds of 
glory to take His people home. To God be all the 
glory. 
 
Prayer Changes Hearts  
by VIA Belden Ubini, Solomon Islands Mission 
 

I went to Boromole village, an Anglican village, to 
share Bible studies to my interest. When I was just 
about to enter the village the regional leader came 
and stopped me and told me not to enter the village 
with my mission. However, I just sat down and 
listened as he talked to me, and then he left. I prayed 
in my heart. After a while he turned back and came 
to me and welcomed me to go into the village! I 
know this is how God has blessed us with our 
ministry work. Thanks to God for answering prayer. 
 
My River Miracle by VIA Doughy Joseph, NMBM 
 

Out of many challenges I really experience God 
through my ministry here at Tufi. I started my 
visitation and went to one of my branch churches 
Warrigula. It took me one whole day to walk and 
cross eight big rivers. I can cross five of them OK, 
but the number six is a big, big river—very deep and 
wide. I couldn’t cross over alone so I sat and waited.  
 

At 6 o'clock pm the rain was falling heavily, so I 
went to the riverbank again to wonder how I can 
cross. I saw two young boys paddling a canoe 
towards me, and they said, “Where are you going?” 
I told them and they said, “We will drop you there.” 
So, I got in the canoe and crossed over.  
 

When I stepped out onto the bank, I wanted to thank 
them, but they just disappeared before my eyes! I 
thank God that my life is safe. 



                                                                                                                                  
New Adventist Church Build in Lutheran 
Territory by Pr Leslie Yamahune, VIA Leader and 
Associate Stewardship Director, PNGUM 
 

Kamgumung Village was set near the heat of Lae 
city in PNG. Sitting in the centre, the village was 
dominated by the Lutheran Church and they 
restricted other churches from bringing in different 
beliefs. 
  
Since Morobe Mission of SDA Church was 
established in 1953 they had tried to share God’s 
truth in Kamgumung several times, but were always 
driven out. In 2024’s PNG for Christ program, one 
of the prominent village leaders, Elías Gugifun, 
attended the meetings. He listened to the messages 
and was convinced that God was calling him to take 
the Three Angels Message into the village. His 
people need to know God and that His love brought 
salvation, before it’s too late.  
 
During the second week of preaching, at the end 
Elias and his family were baptized, accepting 
Adventist truth, willing to keep the bible Sabbath. 
He gave a piece of land to build a church for his 
family and small group. Today, up to two hundred 
Sabbath School members worship together! Many 
Lutherans are converted now and the church is 
planning for a big baptism and Church dedication.  
 
Thank you VIA sponsors from Australia who keep 
supporting PNG’s shores for the expansion of the 
gospel. 
 
Elias is doing a tremendous work, and we need to 
send someone into the interior to support other local 
converts who are already preaching the truth to their 
own tribes. The work often encounters severe 
environmental and social obstacles, new members 
face dangers from raids by interior tribes, yet they 
experience deliverance, which they attribute to 
God’s care. To God be the glory!! 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Almost Lost My Life  
by VIA Gideon Sako, NMBM, PNG 
 

During these months I faced a lot of difficulties, 
even to the point of almost losing my life along the 
highway. All my belongings got stolen by people at 
least two times, and I faced hunger and not having 
enough strength to walk. 
 
31 Years Alone but Faithful  
by VIA Isaac Ovio Gavanah, NMBM, PNG 
 

Baga is one of the stronghold Anglican places and it 
has the Bonenau St Columbus Anglican church. 
Since 1950 to 2025 when our church reached there, 
other religions were not permitted to go in to preach 
the gospel, only Anglicans. 
 
On 17th October 2023, a VIA missionary boldly 
walked into the St Columbus Anglican church office 
at Bonenau to discuss this gospel issue with church 
bishops and other community leaders, and to know 
why the gospel is not allowed to be preached there. 
 
Through God's power, after that conversation, only 
SDA is allowed to run our branch Sabbath School 
programs. The Sabbath School program was held in 
the residence of a patient and humble Adventist 
woman who kept Sabbath secretly for 31 solid years. 
Since 1992, the truth has been known and living 
among other believers. 
 
Today the woman has other interested members, and 
they worship together with my wife and I on 
Sabbaths. 
 
I appeal to the mission and my good sponsor to 
continue to support this gospel work through 
prayers. Your support helps me to help these new 
weak areas in ways to grow and build new churches 
to prepare God's people for Christ’s second advent. 
Thank you. 
 
God Will Provide by VIA James Daniel, SIM 
 

After all our children have gone to school my wife 
came to me and said, “Dad our rice is finished.” She 
looked worried. I tapped her shoulder and 
confidently said, “God will provide.” 
 
While we were still standing discussing, we heard a 
knock at the door. My wife opened the door and 
there was a tall woman standing at the door who 
asked, “Is this the minister’s house?” My wife said, 
“Yes!” The lady said, “Here's a bag of rice.” My 
wife thanked her and she went off. 
 
We just stood at the door with the bag of rice. We 
closed our eyes and thanked God for the bag of rice. 
Matthew 28:20 says in the last part: “And lo I am 
with you always.” God will always help and protect 
his workers. 
 



30 Soccer Players Studying God’s Word 
by VIA Luis Afo, SIM 
 

To God be the glory great things He has done. This 
year I planned to organise a soccer league for the 
boys, so we met and started a league. At the opening 
of the league, we invited the Pathfinders. As we 
continued with the league, the boys began to stop 
smoking and drinking alcohol and not be involved in 
criminal activities. 
 
During the Youth Evangelism, Voice of Youth, in 
April this year, we invited them as our guests to 
attend the program. After the program they 
requested us to do Bible studies with them, so we 
started a Bible study class with about 30 of them! 
This is how God has recently blessed my ministry 
and His work. 
 
Let’s Curse Him to Death  
by Maureen Charles Ningel, MM 
 

There was an Independent Ministry man who shares 
a boundary with one of our church properties. One 
day he was planting his tree crops and he planted 
them into our church land area. The elder went and 
talked to him, but he wouldn't listen. 
 
After the third time trying to talk with him, the elder 
came back and told our church Board. The church 
was very angry and decided to pray, asking God to 
curse him to death. But I asked them, “Did you ever 
visit him?” They said they hadn’t. “Then God will 
not kill him”, I said. Simply pray and leave the 
matter to God. 
 
Today the man is studying the Bible and wants to 
own a Bible. Praise God! 
 
An Unusual Pastor by VIA Willie Daniel, VAN 
 

One day I was visiting Adventist homes and non-
Adventist families. A man named Edwin stopped me 
and said he was very interested to see me every day 
visiting people in his villages, churches, homes, 
schools and communities. 
 
He said, “I never saw other pastors from other 
denominations or other Christian churches doing the 
same work you do. Please can you explain why?” 
 
So I explained to him and his family that we are 
living in the end of times, signs are fulfilling and we 
need to prepare for Christ’s soon return. 
 
He then asked me to conduct Bible studies with him 
and his family. On the 8th of November 2025 our 
district pastor came and baptised him, and a few 
other interested people are completing Bible studies. 
 

The Bishop said Saturday  
by VIA Rodson Sipili, SIM 
 

On 31st of September I went to the nearby village to 
join the 10,000 Toes training that was on Sunday. 
 
I then attended a church service with the Anglican 
church. However, after their worship the priest made 
an announcement that really took my personal 
attention. 
 
This was his statement, “On Saturday our bishop 
told us about Sabbath and Sunday, that Sabbath is 
the true day of worship.” That was his statement and 
it really brings joy to my heart. Please pray that this 
will bring heart change to the people and their 
worship day. 
 
You Always Steal Our Members to SDA  
by Simeon Nukarara, SIM  
 

On October 25, 2025 I had three people baptized—a 
couple and a single man. It is very interesting 
because the single man was a pastor of the Rhema 
Church. He came for a holiday, and through the 
leading of the Holy Spirit, I gave him Bible Studies 
and he decided to be baptised. 
 

The husband in the couple was the catechist for the 
Anglican church near where we stay. He chased me 
out of his son's house while I was doing Bible 
Studies for his son and wife in 2022. He yelled, 
“Don't ever come again, you always steal all our 
members to SDA!” 
 

Today the young man is leader of the youth, and the 
catechist is an assistant leader! 
 
Pathfinders Reach New Village  
by VIA Simon Erick, SIM 
 

I want to share a story that I and my Pathfinders 
experienced. A friend died, he came from the 
Anglican church and their community of Subahi is a 
stronghold of the Anglican church. But our 
Pathfinders always make friends with the children of 
the man who had died. So, from those friendships, 
the family of the man who died invited us to go to 
their stronghold village to share with them about 
what happens when people die. 
 

So, I organised the Pathfinders and we boarded a 
three-ton truck for that village. Everybody was ready 
when we arrived. It was the first time the Adventists 
had been allowed in the village.  
 

We started the program with a sing-along, and I then 
shared from God’s word about the state of the dead. 
After that they prepared food and thanked us and 
requested that we go back to them at any time. God 
is good, all the time.  

“Wherever two or three are gathered together in my name, I am there in the midst of them.” 
Jesus Christ (Matthew 18:20) 



 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

VIA only uses 0.5% of total funds for 
overhead costs—and that all comes 

from bank interest—so 100% of your gift 
goes to the field. J Thank you for trusting 
us with your hard-earned donations as we 

invest it for eternity. 
 

Mary’s Journey of Faith  
by VIA Rolland Nason, SIM 
 

Mary is one of my cherished new contacts. She is 
originally from Simbo, and together with her 
husband, they are devoted members of the United 
Church, residing in West Gizo. 
 
Mary’s connection with our church before her 
baptism was truly remarkable. No one had invited 
her, nor had anyone previously visited her to 
encourage attendance. Instead, she responded to a 
quiet voice in her conscience. In April, we found her 
quietly seated at the back during our Sabbath School 
worship service. When asked how she came, her 
simple reply was: “I came alone.” 
 
From that day forward, Mary began attending 
church regularly. By June, she joined my baptismal 
class. She proved to be a keen and diligent student, 
faithfully completing her studies. On 29th November 
2025, Mary was joyfully baptized at Suvania. 
 
Her baptism was a deeply moving occasion. Her 
husband and all her siblings were present, and the 
celebration was filled with both joy and emotion—a 
testimony of God’s calling and Mary’s faithful 
response. 

VIA Starts New School  
 

In 2013, VIA missionary Linus Keforo and his 
family moved into a village near where they lived, to 
worship with three people there. One man was 
baptised while the other man and his wife were new 
interests.  
 
Five years later, in 2018, one of the church members 
invited the VIA to go with him to visit a primary 
school site. Some of the school was built in 2016. 
The villagers wanted to build two teachers’ houses 
and a duplex classroom. The house and the 
classroom were to be built with bush materials, but 
the school did not start because the villagers were 
undecided which agency would run the school.  
 
After seeing the school the VIA asked the church 
member, Mr Sylvester Tepino, (who was also the 
landowner), if they could start a Seventh-day 
Adventist mission school. 

 
The church member agreed and the school was 
started in 2019 with grades three and four. The first 
teachers to teach there were Mr and Mrs Aite. Mr 
Kenneth Aite was the head teacher and his wife Rita 
as his assistant.  
 
We praise God that the first grade eight students of 
this school—Wawuningi S.D.A Primary School—
are now doing their grade ten at Wogum Secondary 
School at Wewak, East Sepik Province, P.N.G.. 
 
Church Comes Home  
by VIA Berry Silas, Solomon Islands Mission (SIM) 
 
An active church member stopped attending with no 
reason, so I visited him and prayed with him. He 
told me that he no longer had any interest in joining 
the church anymore. I brought the matter to the 
church and we continued to visit and pray with him.  
 
After a while we held a worship service in his home 
on Sabbath afternoons. He attended the meetings 
and over time he grew to appreciate the church and 
was interested to join the church again. Today he is 
grateful to learn the importance of living, serving 
and glorifying God in the church. 
 

www.volunteersinaction.com.au 



 

Dear Friends of VIA 
If your heart is being touched by the Holy Spirit 
as you read of these faithful men and women 
who are working on the front lines of God’s 

work, we invite you to consider increasing your 
support for them, in prayer or financially, or by 
sharing these stories with others who may also 

be prompted to give. 
 

Thank you for your ongoing faithfulness. 

The God of Power  
by Wilfred Nangu, VIA, Sepik Mission, PNG 
 

Pr. Leslie Yamahune, the Associate Stewardship 
Directors for PNGUM, returned to Baimuru & 
Parina local churches in Sepik Mission to conduct 
night meetings and daily Bible-based life 
skills  trainings for our church member  families and 
other interested people. 
 

In the photo below he was preparing to present his 
night sermon message at Sufonduo ‘grow one’ 
church which was born after PNG 4 Christ in 2024 
when a total of 91 people were baptised. Many had 
returned back to their old habits again, so Pr 
Yamahune’s life skills and gospel messages brought 
some back, along with new interested young people 
who wanted to commit their life to Jesus Christ. 
 

During the night meeting there was a sudden 
disturbance to all electrical equipment (generator, 
lights, sound system), even Pastor Leslie's computer 
and the projector couldn't produce pictures on their 
screens. God performed a miracle because His word 
must be preached, so the equipment came alive to 
transmit the everlasting gospel! 
 

God be glorified in His ministry. Let's pray for 
God’s help to grow this small group church plant to 
flourish stronger in numbers and maturity of 
faithfulness in Christ Jesus. 

Early arrivals eager to hear the evening meetings. 
 

Too Much Fighting  
by VIA Clyde Laloi, Sepik Mission, PNG 
 

There is too much fighting in this world. I recently 
helped the church to run a big program called 
Reconcile to God. No matter what, I must work the 
work that God has sent me.  
 

The landowners here fight, and they killed many 
youths, but I still witness to them. My rewarding 
experience is serving in the challenges in the church 
and community. Fighting and killing and disasters, 
with no garden or food, but I will fulfill His ministry 
and be faithful to Him and His church. 
 

I am sorry that I can’t send pictures because 
someone stole my phone. I will send pictures next 
time. 

 
 
 

 

“For “whoever calls on the name of the 
Lord shall be saved.” How then shall they call 
on Him in whom they have not believed? And 
how shall they believe in Him of whom they 

have not heard? And how shall they 
hear without a preacher? And how shall they 
preach unless they are sent? As it is written: 

“How beautiful are the feet of those who 

preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad 
tidings of good things!” 

 

Romans 10:13-15 

Are your friends looking for ways 
to support VIA volunteers on the 

front lines of mission? 
 

Please invite them to donate at 
volunteersinaction.com.au/donate/ 

 

OTHER EASY DONATION METHODS 
 

Post Cheques to: VIA, c/- Val Friend, 3 
Friends Court, Yeppoon, QLD  4703 
 

Direct Deposit: Westpac, BSB 034002, 
Account 482352 (Please use your VIA Sponsor 
ID number or your name as the reference). 
 

Credit Card: Monthly, quarterly or half-yearly 
scheduled credit card payments.  Please contact 
Val at the details below for a Payment 
Authorisation Form. 
 

Need a Receipt? Please contact Jenni or Val. 
 

THANK YOU! 

VIA Office: Val Friend, 3 Friends Court, Yeppoon QLD 4703 
Ph: 0488 264 966   E: admin@volunteersinaction.com.au   Web: www.volunteersinaction.com.au 

To all our wonderful, dedicated, generous sponsors! THANK YOU!  We hope you’ve been blessed while 
reading about the amazing ministry that your support makes possible. God is working through you! 

 

“Declare his glory among the nations, 
his marvellous works among all the peoples!” 

1 Chronicles 16:24 


