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Samson Goes from Strength to Strength!

Merolyn’s Faithfulness to Plane Burners!
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“Pray … for me, that utterance may
be given to me, that I may open my
mouth boldly to make known the
mystery of the gospel.”
Ephesians 6:19
Joe Gaso Nongo standing beside the new Perenj SDA Church
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Highlights from the Solomon Islands
by VIA Co-ordinator, Pr George Auna

The Solomon Islands Mission continues to be
very grateful for the way its VIA missionaries
are driving the gospel commission into the
unentered areas of its sprawling island
archipelago. Seventh-day Adventist pastors
have vast areas under their care and without the
help of the VIA’s many areas would receive
very little attention. The growth in membership
and new churches can be attributed, to a very
large degree, to the dedicated work of these
volunteers, many of whom have left their own
communities to share the gospel of Jesus Christ
with those still waiting to hear. Thank you!
Former Soldier Baptizes 200
Francis Sai, who was once a
militant with the Guadalcanal
Revolution Army, is now a
soldier in the Lord’s Army! He
joyfully shares the way God has
blessed and transformed his life
since his conversion, and many
are listening. Francis works with
the people along the Weather
Coast of Guadalcanal, saying that he enjoys visiting
with seekers in their homes and showing them God’s
truth from the Bible. Francis travels light, with just a
pictorial Aid and his Bible, safely carried in a
waterproof bag. His message has had a powerful
impact on people’s hearts, with more than 200
choosing to be baptized.
Preaching with Pictures
In the remote highlands of
Guadalcanal, the Valasi people
are almost entirely illiterate. VIA
Volunteer Caleb Ripo has
dedicated himself to reaching
these people and will be using a
Pictorial Aid supplied by VIA in
order to share the gospel story.
He wants the people to know more about who Jesus
really is and how He can change their lives. Caleb
has found that people are responding to the pictures
and the stories he shares.
Accountant Leaves All to Volunteer
A stable income is something
most men would never walk
away from, but Henry heard
Jesus calling him to become a
church planter in the Malaita
Region of the Solomon Islands.
After graduating with a diploma
in accountancy, Henry Waneasi
Aeta worked as a manager of a
furniture business in Honiara. He had a very
comfortable monthly income, but Jesus’ calling was
heavy on his heart so he swapped his financial

stability for a year of working without any sort of
income at all. After that he began receiving a
stipend from VIA Australia and now continues to
powerfully share the gospel message with the people
of some of Malaita’s most remote places.
Walking 3 Hours to Meet with the Boss
When the boss calls a
staff meeting, most of us
envision a walk down the
hall or, more lately, a
zoom appointment. But
things are very different
for the VIA Volunteers in
the Solomon Islands.
Denis Tawa (at left)
walked for 3 hours so that he could meet with the
VIA Coordinator, Pr George Auna, to enjoy a time
of sharing and spiritual mentorship. Denis is
currently serving his Lord on the remote islands of
West Makira.

World Changer Bibles Penetrate the Sepik
Young VIA layman John Fabian Homboku has
grasped the South Pacific Division’s ‘World
Changer Bible’ program with both hands and is
sharing God’s word widely across the Sepik region
of Papua New Guinea.

VIA layman John Fabian Homboku (left) with his father
& younger sister after their baptism in his evangelistic
meeting in another village March 2020.

Young, new believers proudly holding up their Bibles

A two-week evangelism program will be run in
John’s area in May, followed by a baptism, a new
church plant and the building of a new church with
VIA-provided roofing iron. Please pray for John’s
work.
Dear Friends of VIA
If your heart is being touched by the Holy Spirit
as you read of these faithful men and women
who are working on the front lines of God’s
work, we invite you to consider increasing your
support for them, in prayer or financially, or by
sharing this newsletter with others who may
also be prompted to give.
Thank you for your ongoing faithfulness.

Van Breakdown Brings Animists to Jesus
by Pastor Isaiah Hai, Central Myanmar Mission
As the midday sun beat down on
Lo Pu Village in Kayan State,
Myanmar, 62-year-old U Sauk
(photo) noticed a van come to a
standstill in front of his house. The
van’s occupants lifted the bonnet
and began trying to repair their
broken-down vehicle.
U Sauk’s kind heart went out to these men as they
sweated and strained under the hot sun. He
approached them and invited them into his home,
telling them they should rest until the day became
cooler. They were very grateful for the cool water
he provided and enjoyed lively conversation as U
Sauk’s wife cooked them a meal.
As they ate the delicious food together, Aung Win, a
VIA volunteer who had been traveling in the van,
shared with U Sauk and his wife and children about
the beliefs of the Seventh-day Adventist church. U
Sauk had never heard about this church before and
he and Aung Win talked for the rest of the day, as
the driver completed the repairs on the van.

Nine Kayan (Longneck people) were baptized on
March 21, 2020. Five were directly converted by U
Sauk and four indirectly.

Patient Nurturing Pays Off
Many places in the Northern & Milne Bay Mission
of PNG are very remote, and the Agaun area in
Rabaraba district, is one of the most remote and
difficult places to visit. It has also been a very hard
place for Seventh-day Adventist missionaries to
enter due to it being a stronghold of the Anglican
church. However, through the leading of the Holy
Spirit, VIA volunteer Gabriel Romney Raubi has
been able to find a way for the gospel message to
get through.

The VIA volunteer recognized U Sauk’s hunger to
know more about the story of Jesus and invited his
new friends to attend the week-long evangelistic
campaign being held in nearby Loikaw. U Sauk and
his wife attended every night, deeply interested in
everything that the preacher said. At the conclusion
of the meeting they both accepted Jesus as their
Saviour and were baptized. In U Sauk’s own words:
“I love Jesus very much because He chose me to be
His light bearer among my people. I am nothing
without Him. I now share my new faith with my
family and friends because I want them to have
eternal life just like me. I thank God that He used
me to share the gospel among my people and gave
me some fruits. Five new members were added to
our church through baptism on March 21st 2020.
Praise be to His Name!”

After months of conscientiously nurturing people
who had a spiritual interest and consolidating
previous groundwork, he was able to hold a weeklong evangelistic meeting in early October 2019.
God blessed Gabriel’s faithful nurturing with the
baptism of five new believers. Thirty-three others
made a stand for the Lord, indicating their interest
in the messages he had presented. After the baptism,
a makeshift church was built by the new
congregation, and a semi-permanent church will
soon be constructed, thanks to VIA Roofing.

“Believe in the Lord your God, and you
shall be established; believe His
prophets, and you shall prosper.”
2 Chronicles 20:20

U Sauk leading worship in his home

Busy Building During the COVID-19 Shut Down
VIA layman, Bill Mass,
recognized the great need for a
church in his area of Madang,
PNG. It would be a place
where fearful people could find
refuge during the period of
great uncertainty caused by the
coronavirus pandemic.
During March and April, Bill was busy collecting
locally-sourced timber uprights to support the
church’s corrugated iron roof, and the whole
structure was completed in less than 8 weeks. Now
this open-air place of spiritual refuge welcomes
more than 100 grateful seekers who attend every
Wednesday, Friday and Sabbath to hear God’s
messages of hope.
Bill recognizes that the area surrounding Furan
village is largely Lutheran-dominated, but he invites
us to pray that his church will become the home of
many Seventh-day Adventist believers.

Vanuatu Churches Devastated by Cyclone
by Ericson Restuetune, Ministerial Association
Secretary & Global Mission Director, Vanuatu
On Tuesday, April 7th 2020, the tiny Pacific island
country of Vanuatu was devastated by Cyclone
Harold, the second category-5 storm to hit the
nation in five years. Roofing was ripped from
buildings, some structures were completely
flattened, vegetables gardens were destroyed, huge
trees lost their limbs and even the cyclone-hardy
coconut palms were strewn about like match sticks.
The Seventh-day Adventist community of Vanuatu
was hit hard, with many of their schools, churches
and ministers’ homes damaged or destroyed. The
areas most affected included Santo, Malo, Aore,
Malekula, Ambae, Pentecost and Ambrym Islands.
The photos below, shared with us by our VIA
volunteers, give us an indication of how destructive
Cyclone Harold was.

VIA Andrew Jackson in the rubble of Chapi SDA Church

Kaylene Retired from VIA
Kaylene Kosmeier and her husband Ben
have both been called to new work roles in
Canberra. Kaylene has been a wonderful VIA
promoter and she has also been instrumental
in upgrading our office systems and staying in
touch with so many of our supporters. Thank
you so much Kaylene. You’re missed already!

VIA Anmath Hapia Boe at the roofless Malo Island Church

EASY PAYMENT METHODS
Post Cheques to: VIA, c/- Val Friend, 20
Wehmeier Ave, Frenchville, QLD 4701
Direct Deposit: Westpac, BSB 034002,
Account 482352 (Please use your ID number
or name as the reference).
Credit Card: Monthly, quarterly or halfyearly scheduled credit card payments.
Please contact Val at the details below for a
Payment Authorisation Form. THANK YOU!

VIA John Anmath and church members, survey the
destroyed Pain Church on Malo Island.

To all our wonderful, dedicated, generous sponsors! THANK YOU! We hope you’ve been blessed while
reading about the amazing ministry that your support makes possible. God is working through YOU!

VIA Office: Val Friend, 20 Wehmeier Ave, Frenchville, QLD 4701
Phone: 0488 264 966 Email: c_vfriend@optusnet.com.au Web: www.volunteersinaction.com.au

Greetings from Cliff & Val

Let's not forget the huge and essential contributions
made by our many dedicated friends in the island
missions, and the South Qld Conference team who
have been great allies.
Val and I would like to thank you all for your
friendship and long-term support. We, like you,
have many happy memories of working as a team.
I realise that all of you will be very familiar with the
two graphs shown below. Both are updated to 31
December 2019. Read, ponder and give THANKS
for such achievements.

Hi to All, Val and I would like you to know what it
feels like to be almost 100% retired after many
rewarding years with VIA, since 1 January, 1996.
Overall, to God be the Glory for many wonderful
achievements. He has been VIA's great Enabler,
Equipper, Inspirer and Friend. He has really blessed
our ministry.
Each one of you plus people such as David Lawson,
Keith Grolimund, Karl Seiner, Dorothy Powrie, Bev
Walker, Ray and Delphine Archer and hundreds of
great donors have made VIA a pretty successful
ministry.

Most of us have worked together for a long
time. You have seen Val's and my warts, but overall
the journey has been very satisfying. Thanks to each
one of you for being part of the VIA journey and our
lives.
Friends, God and people have blessed the ministry
of VIA for 25 years, and with you all giving your
best contributions, God's blessing will continue. Go
for it!
Our sincere thanks and best wishes,
Cliff and Val Morgan

VIA Bible Workers & Income, 1996-2019

From Buddhist to Adventist Evangelist
by Thein Htut Lin, Naypyitaw, Myanmar
Win Myint had always been a Buddhist, it was the
way of his people. But then one day a caring VIA
volunteer, Thein Htut Lin, shared with him the
compelling story of Jesus and, by the grace of God,
Win Myint was baptized and became a Seventh-day
Adventist missionary almost immediately. Now he
and his family have set up a small church and they
use the same style of evangelism that reached them,
friendship and genuine caring. Through the power
of the Holy Spirit working through them, ten
members now call this church their spiritual home.

It is Win Myint’s hope that a Seventh-day Adventist
preschool teacher may be able to come and minister
to the Buddhist children of his village, sharing the
message of God’s love for them and their families.

The Fruits of Overcoming Evil with Good
In June 2019, VIA layman Jack
Ane (photo) took the four-day
return walk to the huge Bosave
valley where some 20,000
people live without the
knowledge of the Bible as
interpreted,
believed
and
practiced by the SDA Church.
At the point where each traveller spends a night
before continuing their journey in either direction,
Jack met another traveller, Maka Halapa. Jack told
him about his purpose for the long walk to Bosave.
Maka was interested and promised to turn back with
him. Maka also promised to give Jack a piece of
land for building a church. Jack silently praised and
thanked God for mysteriously opening doors.
The next morning Maka and Jack headed for
Bosave. Jack, greatly motivated by the fact that God
answered his prayer for securing land, worked much
harder clearing the land. Sadly, nine pastors of
another denomination teamed up, protested and
forced Jack to leave. Jack took the long walk home
severely disappointed.
Upon his arrival at Komo he shared the story with
the local authorities and they ordered the nine
pastors to appear in court. The court judged that they
had done wrong and asked Jack what he would like
to do with them. Jack had two options. First, lock
them up in jail, or second, he could claim
compensation from them. But neither was Jack’s
choice. Jack said in a soft voice. “I want my brothers
to see where they’ve gone wrong. That has been
done. They are free to go home.” The court granted
Jack’s request. It truly shocked the court officials as
this forgiving spirit was strange in that land.
Jack prepared a big feast for these pastors before
going to court and he took them to his house after
the court’s verdict.
Two weeks later Jack, with 17 people went to
Bosave. They cleared the place for building the
church and built a bush house for the missionary.
Four locals helped this time and there was no
opposition. They invited them to come to Komo for
a big crusade that Jack and his church at Komo were
planning for December. Responding to this
invitation 120 people turned up at the program. They
said they came to officially take the SDA
denomination to Bosave. Some of these were
children of the nine pastors who had opposed Jack.

Healing of a Demon Possessed Girl
by Pr. Luther Taniveke
In 2019 we placed VIAlayman Kanerimwa (photo) in
Aranuka Island to create
interests
and
raise
a
congregation because even
though we have a small church
building on the island, there
were no church members. All
were either backslidden or had
moved to another island.
A young Aranuka girl in her late teens was demon
possessed. Her voice sounded like a man’s voice.
She was shouting, crying and swearing all the time
so her parents invited the parish priest to come and
pray and cast the demon out, but nothing happened.
The parents invited other ministers from other
denominations. They too came and prayed for her,
but without success.
The girl’s parents were desperate and their last hope
was to invite the SDA missionary to come and pray.
When Kanerimwa Wiiri received the invitation he
went into his small church and prayed for power
from God to heal the girl. After he prayed for hours,
he was ready to go to the girl’s house.
While he was approaching the door, the girl
screamed and said, “Don’t let that man come in, I
don’t want to see him!” Kanerimwa was coming
with another power that is stronger than Satan’s
power. She was still screaming and tried to run away
from Kanerimwa, but the people held her tightly.
Kanerimwa prayed, despite all the noise from the
demon possessed girl. He continued to pray until the
girl stopped screaming. The demons left her and she
was in her right mind. She sat up and looked at all
the people in the house. She asked her parents, “Do
you love me?” Three times she asked the same
question. And three times the parents said, “Yes, we
love you daughter.” Then she said, “Those men who
have just left [the demons], they said they will come
again and destroy my life, but if you truly love me,
please worship with the man who prayed for me.”
That miracle is how we now have a congregation to
worship on Sabbath in Aranuka with our VIA
missionary and his family.
PS. Currently Kiribati only has 7 full-time ministers,
but we have 18 lay volunteer ministers and 10 of
them are half-supported by VIA. Thank you!

The wider church came with a great idea. They
brought them clothes, live chickens and goats for
them to multiply and to be used them as an
alternative, clean source of protein.
Today there are six newly-baptised members
worshipping our loving God. Many more are
expected to join them soon. Praise God!
Baptism at Aranuka Island, Kiribati

