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Land Given for New Ministries Complex 
by Wilfred Nangu, Sepik Mission 
 

Baimuru church pastor Cyril Kulanawi, VIA 
missionary Raphael Simon and local church 
members of the Yangoru Kubalia District of the 
Sepik Mission held an evangelistic meeting in 
mid-2017 in Hambuke village. The program 
resulted in three clan tribes offering a large 
portion of land to the Adventist Church to 
establish a church, a health clinic and a primary 
school.  
 
The clans’ spokesperson said, “We were 
approached by other Sunday worship 
denominations to use this portion of land. We 
said no. We will wait for God to bring his church 
here and we will give it to them. Today is the day 
fulfilled and we will give it to the Seventh-day 
Adventists.” 
 
Another spokesperson said, “We need God’s 
church’s presence here. It will minimize 
lawlessness like homebrew alcohol, gambling, 
womanizing, sorcery, murder, etc.. As we accept 
Jesus as our Saviour many unwanted problems 
will be reduced.” 
 
Pastor Cyril Kulanawi replied, “Thank you 
landlords. We will return for a two week 
evangelistic program here and a ground breaking 
ceremony before the year ends.” 
 
During the meetings an AOG Pastor with his wife 
admitted the truth and apologized for misleading 
their congregation. They said, “We will be 
baptized and join the Adventists in your next 
program here.” May God Bless one and all. 
 

Missing Tape Measure Leads to Baptisms 
by Wilfred Nangu, Sepik Mission 

 

An evangelistic 
meeting in the 
Yangoru Saussia 
District included 49 
beautiful baptisms. 
An amazing thing 
happened during 
construction of the 

stage. About 8.30pm the workmen put down 
their tools ready to go home but the chairman 
realized that his tape measure was missing. The 
men searched high and low by torchlight but 
couldn’t find it.  
 
At the same time, another church leader arrived 
in his vehicle to pick up some of the workers to 
save them a 90-minute walk home in the dark. 
They drove out onto the main road and on the 
way home they drove off the road to the river to 
have a bath before continuing the ride home. 
After their bath they drove back to the main road 
and just metres before the main road the high 
beam lights reflected off an object on the 
ground—2.5 kilometres from the work site. The 
driver and the chairman yelled at the same time, 
“It’s the tape measure!” Both men jumped out 
and confirmed their find. Amazing.  
 
How do these things happen? The chairman 
explained to the workmen, “We used this tool for 
God’s work and it went missing. Now we find it 
here in another village 2.5 kilometres from 
where we worked. The Almighty God has an 
urgent message for this village.”  
 
An elder on the vehicle said, “God will raise 
someone here to be baptized.” His saying was 
fulfilled at the evangelistic meetings—two 
couples and some youths came forward to follow 
the Sabbath and other bible truths. One couple 
was baptized and the others are doing Bible 
studies. They also made a pledge to build a 
worship shelter in this ‘tape measure’ village. 
Praise be to God Almighty. Amen.  
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DID YOU KNOW? 
In the Solomon Islands alone, there are 
currently 85 VIA workers and 36 former 
VIA’s who are now working full-time as 

pastors or administrative leaders. 
 

PRAISE GOD! 



PHOTOS FROM THE FIELD: 
Sepik River District, Papua New Guinea 

 

 
VIA Worker Snapshots 
 Lamech Agant Malachi cares for five churches 
in Madang Mission. He baptised 23 people in the 
first six months of 2017 and has 11 people in his 
baptismal classes.  He aims to erect a building for 
worship and to see more conversions. 
 

Rex Jajaemo is from the N.E. Papua Mission.  He 
cares for two churches and a new company and 
baptised 54 persons in the first six months of 
2017. He has 28 in his baptismal classes.  He 
thanks God for his success because he has a 
Grade 6 education and he feels like David facing 
the giant Philistine in taking the gospel.  He gives 
God the credit for all his achievements. 
 

 
 

 
  

 

 
 
Francis Aibubu is from the Popondetta 
area of PNG.  He cares 
for five churches and 
had six recent baptisms 
plus 17 in his baptismal 
class.  Francis struggles 
with poor transport 
between his churches 
and lots of rain. He 
works in a rain forest 
area along the Kokoda 
trail inland from 
Popondetta.   

Canoes, with or without motors, are a common form of 
transport for VIAs in the Sepik River area. 

Preparing a floating platform for a Pathfinder program. 

A newly VIA-roofed, remote area church. 45 youth are 
ready for baptism. 

Acknowledging the Source of all their help! 

“The Lord has made bare His holy arm in the eyes of all the nations; and all the ends of 
the earth shall see the salvation of our God.”  Isaiah 52:10 (NKJV) 



New Projector Sees Results by Leslie Yamahune 
(former VIA Coordinator, Sepik Mission) 
 
Good morning and 
greetings to you in the 
name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Thank you for 
your great assistance in 
purchasing my new 
projector for the 
ministry.  
 
For the last week I’ve 
conducted open meetings in a Catholic Church area 
and we baptized three souls and twelve more 
made decisions for Bible studies. One of the ladies 
baptized was the wife of the Catholic Church 
landowner and they have given us the space to 
build a new church. We are still entering new 
places and motivating our lay Bible workers on 
how to work and meet the requirements of their 
sponsors. Thank you your assistance for the 
Gospel’s sake. 
  

 
Pr Yamahune making an appeal at the baptism. 
 

 
Twelve new members of the Bible study program. 

 

Chainsaw Witnessing!  
 

Luke Hugi is a VIA 
worker in West Makira, 
Solomon Islands 
Mission and he has a 
very simple but 
effective witnessing 
tool—his old chainsaw! 
 

Luke works in an Anglican-dominated region 
of Makira. Despite many challenges he is 
seeing God’s hand at work, as he works hard 
with his hands for God. 
 

Luke moves slowly from village to village 
using his old chainsaw to cut timber for 
shelters for the poor, widows and elderly. 
 

Despite his very limited school education 
Luke is able to do Bible studies with the 
people he helps and has seen five people 
baptized in the last six months! 
 

 
Luke (at right) with his baptismal candidates. 
 
 
Healing Leads to Hope by Runi Kekevera, 
(VIA in Guadalcanal, Solomon Islands Mission) 
 

A young man named 
Emanuel Veloa was sick 
and paralysed in both his 
hands and legs. He was 
very skinny when I met 
him. His family had taken 
him to many doctors and 
they all said, “Take him 
home. We cannot treat this 
type of sick paralysis.” His condition got worse 
and worse without any hope. 
 
Emanuel decided that he needed to have a 
Seventh-day Adventist pastor pray for him before 
he went back to the doctor. I called for some 
youth and other church members and we prayed 
with him before he went to the hospital. 
 
After he returned from hospital I continued to 
visit and pray with him. Now Emanuel can walk, 
talk and is back to normal health. He says that the 
power of God has healed him through prayer and 
he has asked for Bible studies. Praise God!  

“Go therefore and make disciples of all the 
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching 

them to observe all things that I have commanded 
you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the 

end of the age.” 
Jesus Christ - Matthew 28:19-20 (NKJV) 

“Every soul with Christ is 
a missionary. Every soul without 

Christ is a  
mission field.” 

David Roper 



PNG Field Report by Pr Neil 
Watts (VIA Field Officer)  
 

Hello VIA Supporters. I’ve just 
returned from three weeks of 
profitable meetings with mission 
leaders and VIA workers in five 
different Missions of PNG.  
 
My first stop was Mt Hagen where I was fortunate to be 
able to spend a couple of days during their huge camp 
meeting with 150,000 plus attending on the Sabbath! I 
was able to take a short meeting in Pidgin to speak to 
the whole crowd about the work and role of VIA and to 
encourage the members to support the VIA workers. 
 

 
Some of the 150,000 members at Mt Hagen camp. 
 

I was able to meet with a large group of VIA workers 
who attended the meetings, to encourage them and to 
hear of their needs, concerns and joys of ministry and 
to pass on any concerns to their President. 
 

 
VIA workers at Mt Hagen camp meeting. 
 

Many of the VIAs personally expressed their gratitude 
and thanks to VIA and the faithful sponsors who 
support them. On the Sabbath there was a baptism of 
1,700 new members and a large number of them are 
the result of our VIA workers. 
 
I also visited Goroka and spent some time with the 
Mission Secretary and the new VIA Coordinator, 
Samson Obedi. I was impressed with Samson and both 
he and the Secretary are keen to fully support the VIA 
work.  
 
POPONDETTA - I then visited Popondetta in NE Papua 
and besides meeting with the three Mission officers, I 
was able to take two evening meetings and also have a 
morning with the 15 VIA workers who came in from 
the field. Again they were a great group of dedicated 
men who expressed their thanks to VIA and their 
sponsors and also shared their need for resources.  

KAVIENG - I then went to The New Britain/New 
Island Mission which has not had any VIA 
workers for some years but had expressed a keen 
interest in getting connected again. My first stop 
was Kavieng in New Ireland Province. This is 
where Joy and I and our two small children went 
in 1975 for our first three-year mission 
experience.  It was exciting to see how God's 
work has grown there since we left almost 40 
years ago.  
 
RABAUL/KOKOPO - I was fortunate to be there 
on a special weekend where I was able to take a 
combined Friday evening meeting and then a 
presentation on VIA on Sabbath morning. The 
main event was an ordination of six new pastors 
(a couple of whom were formerly VIA workers). 
 
I also met with the three Mission officers to 
discuss their desire to have VIA workers again 
and to receive their commitment to agree to 
accept the MOU for Missions – which they did. 
 
SEPIK - After leaving NBNI my last stop was to 
the Sepik Mission workers’ meetings near 
Wewak. Besides all teachers, pastors and health 
workers, the Mission had brought in most of the 
VIA’s. Pr Leslie Yamahune, the former VIA 
Coordinator and now a District Director and 
Stewardship Director, expressed great gratitude 
for VIA’s support over the years and especially 
sent his kind regards to Cliff and Victor.  
 
It was also very encouraging to see the number 
of full time pastors who were once VIA’s. This 
was the case in virtually every place I visited. 
Three of the men present were due to be 
ordained within the next few weeks. From 
Wewak I made my way back home.  
 

 
Former VIAs in the Sepik who are now full-time pastors. 
 

I was impressed with the very significant role the 
VIA’s play in all of the Missions visited. The work 
of the church in the Pacific Islands would not be 
growing nearly as fast if support for VIA workers 
were to reduce. I praise God for the faithfulness 
of the sponsors and all who work to keep VIA 
going. Let us all keep moving forward in prayer. 

For more information about VIA please contact: Victor & Merilyn Trosky, 452 Lake Moogerah Rd, Charlwood QLD 4309 

Ph: (07) 5463 7769 Fax: (07) 5463 9193 Email: victortrosky@bigpond.com Web: www.volunteersinaction.com.au 


